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Rennsport Reunion IV
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Words From Walt
By Walt Lietz
October is a very important month for
our Diablo Region! Yes, it is time to vote
for our 2012 Board of Directors. The
voting will take place on our web site
starting on October 5 and will close on October 25.
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE take the time to vote.
All you need is your PCA membership number and
about two minutes. Last year’s voting process was
flawless and we expect this year will be just as
smooth thanks to the wonderful effort by Steve
Jones. Look at the full article on the candidates and
the voting process that Kay Maloy has written in this
month’s Advocate.

Thunderhill DE event at Oktoberfest and we will be
taking a video tour of the track as well. We can answer all your questions at Oktoberfest so you will be
ready for the October 27 DE.
Our next Board of Directors meeting is on Monday,
October 10, 6:30 pm, at The Brass Door in San
Ramon. It is open to all members and we would like
to see you attend.
As always - Have fun and drive safely!

Walt

Thanks to Ingrid Plooy, our Advertising Chairperson, the board reviewed her findings on ad rates for
other Zone 7 regions and formed a committee to develop new (higher) fees to place ads in the Advocate.
Ingrid will lead the discussion with Luis Soler, Rolly
Smith, and Satoshi Iwahashi on the ad prices and
more importantly the sponsor levels for 2012. They
will report their recommendations at our October
Board Meeting. We also started a pilot effort to produce hard copies of the Advocate for our automotive
services advertisers. Kay Maloy has 15 copies professionally printed every month and Ingrid distributes
them to dealers and auto service businesses where
they are available in the customer waiting areas. The
effort is aimed at improved advertiser satisfaction
and attracting new PCA members.
Our October event calendar is packed with four
Diablo Region events, one PCA National event, our
weekly Walnut Creek breakfasts and our two Pleasanton breakfasts! If you missed the BBQ and John
Place Tour you can check out what you missed in the
current (SEP/OCT) issue of Vintage Motorsport.
John Place’s garage is featured in a four page article (see www.vintagemotorsport.com). Then there is
Oktoberfest at our house on October 8, Rennsport IV
at Laguna Seca October 14 to 16, the Castello di
Amorosa Tour to Calistoga on October 22 and our
Diablo Driver Education session at Thunderhill on
October 27.
If you have never taken your Porsche onto a track
here is your opportunity. I have asked Carlos Bocanegra, our Track Chairperson, to speak about the
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Electronic Voting in the 2012 Board of Directors Election
During the 2008 election Diablo members were asked to ratify a number of changes to the bylaws. One goal
of these changes was to allow for voting in our annual elections to take place online. However we weren't
able to add this kind of capability to the old website. With the change to a new website last year, it is now possible.
You can check the Diablo Bylaws at any time by retrieving them from the website using this link: http://diablopca.org/downloads/view.download/14/106.html
Timeline
On October 5th Doug Wiebe, our membership chair, will use the email broadcast service offered by PCA National Headquarters to send each of you a message containing a link to an online ballot. If you have never
provided PCA with an email address, you've been missing out on lots of useful information, event announcements, and money-saving opportunities. To correct this, go to http://www.pca.org and update your information
today!
Voting will be allowed from receipt of the email on October 5th, through midnight Pacific time on October 25th.
Any ballots submitted after that time will only be used to resolve a tie.
Eligibility
According to the region bylaws, any Active Member in good standing may vote in the election. An Active
Member is one who qualifies for membership by owning, co-owning, or leasing a Porsche, is 18 years of age
or older, and who is current with their dues.
Each Active Member may also designate a Family-Active Member, who is "the other person of the Active
Member's immediate family, also 18 years of age or older, restricted to wife, husband, sister, brother, son,
daughter, mother, or father.” To qualify this person would have been identified to PCA National at the time the
Active Member joined or renewed.
Membership Numbers
Each Active and Family-Active member is issued a membership number by PCA National. This number appears on the membership cards sent out each year. If you cannot find your membership number, please contact PCA National at (703) 321-2111 or by visiting http://www.pca.org.
Number of Votes per Ballot
There are four vacancies being filled through this election. You may vote for up to four members by selecting
from the nominated candidates or using the write-in area. If you vote for more than four candidates, your ballot will be invalid and will not be counted.
Duplicate Ballots
It is possible for a member to submit more than one ballot. However all ballots are time stamped, and only the
first valid ballot from a given member will be counted.
Continue on Page 10
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Electronic Ballot
When you click on the link in the message you will receive on October 5th, you’ll be taken to a page on the
Diablo website with a form like the one shown here. Each section will be reviewed to make sure it’s perfectly
clear how to use the ballot.
This is an example of the ballot used in the 2010 Board of Directors election.

Personal Information
To use the electronic ballot you must identify yourself. When the election committee sends a paper ballot to
your home, you have already been pre-validated by checking your membership status, name and address, et
cetera. Because the email system provided by PCA National does not implement the rules our bylaws specify
for voting eligibility, we must collect this information in order to validate ballots after they have been submitted.

10

Once ballots are validated the personal information will be separated so that the team counting the ballots will
not be able to see which member cast the ballot they are processing.
Nominated Candidates
The next section lists the nominated candidates standing for election in alphabetical order. These members
have already agreed to serve a two year term on the Board of Directors.

(Example represents last year’s candidates)

You may vote for a nominated candidate by clicking the box next to her or his name. Remember that you may
only vote for up to four candidates total, whether using this section or the write-in area.
Write-In Area
The ballot includes a write-in area as required under our region's bylaws.

To use this section simply type the name of one or more candidates of your choosing in the space provided,
using a comma (,) to separate multiple candidates if necessary.
Captcha Field
The Internet has made many things easier, including abuse. Spammers have created automated systems
that scour the web looking for forums, blogs, and any other page that allows them to submit text. When they
find them, they fill all available fields with marketing messages and submit as many times as possible. Unfortunately avoiding this requires an extra step from legitimate users.

A “captcha” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Captcha) tries to prevent this abuse by presenting an image that a
program cannot process, but a human being can. The image is changed every time a given page or form is
displayed. The user must look at the graphic on the left, determine what letters and/or numbers are being
shown, and type them into the field provided. In this case, you would need to type “FHHE” into the field in order to continue.
Submitting or Clearing the Ballot
At the bottom of the form are two buttons. One will submit the completed ballot, and the other will reset the
form so that you could start over if you wish.
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If you are satisfied with your ballot and have entered all required information, you can click on the Submit button. If you wish to clear the form and start over, you can click on the Reset button.
Successful Submission
If you fill out your ballot and successfully submit it, you will be shown the following screen:

If you do not see this screen, your ballot has not been recorded. Please go back to the link in the email message and try again.
Unsuccessful Submission: Missing Field
Certain fields on the ballot are required. If you don’t fill them in, your ballot will not be accepted.
To proceed you must fill in the required field before using the Submit button again. If you still have trouble, go
back to the email you received with the link to the ballot and start over.
Unsuccessful Submission: Bad Captcha
If you do not correctly enter the “captcha” the ballot will be redisplayed with the following error message at the
top: “Sorry, the code you entered is invalid.”
Make sure your selections are still in place, and try entering the letters and/or numbers from the “captcha”
again before clicking on the Submit button. If you still have trouble, go back to the email you received with the
link to the ballot and start over.
Other Problems
If you have other problems with the voting process, please contact the Diablo Webmaster via email at
webmaster@diablo-pca.org, any Board member, or a member of the 2012 Election Committee.
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Continued on Page 13

Continued from Page 12

Processing Ballots
The current Board of Directors is taking a number of steps to maintain the integrity of the election process.
For example, the link to the ballot will not be published here or on the main website. It will only be sent directly
to members' registered email addresses.
When a member submits a ballot two copies are stored. One is recorded in a database, and the other is sent
immediately via electronic mail to a mailbox established and controlled by the Membership Chair on behalf of
the Election Committee. This mailbox will collect a running audit trail of the entire process as members vote.
The Webmaster maintains the database of ballots since it is part of the website. He is responsible for providing a complete record of the database to the Election Committee. In addition, he will attempt to automate the
filtering out of invalid ballots – but this processing will be confirmed by a group of Election Committee members.
The validated ballots will then have all personal information removed before the votes are counted by a different group of Election Committee members.
The entire process can be checked against the audit trail of individual ballots recorded by the Membership
Chair.

Rennsport Reunion IV
October 14, 15, 16
Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca
Be sure to put this on your calendar!
Visit the Park in the Paddock to see and taste the German
food and drink at the authentic German biergarten. There will
also be music and autograph opportunities available.
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2012 Nominees for Board of Directors
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New Members
New Members
Hearn, Gary M.
Dorothy Hearn (Affiliate) Family Member

2002 911 Blue

Millar, Mitchell C.
Vicki Millar (Affiliate) Family Member

2003 Boxster S Gray

Partridge, Reynolds N.

2001 911 Black

Wright, Robert C.

1999 Carrera Black
Total New Members: 4
New Transfer-In Members

Canright, John F.
Yvette Canright (Wife)
Transfer from Yosemite (YOS)

2002 Boxster S Black
1974 914 Dark Blue

Chen, Kenon H.
Adrienne Chen (Affiliate)
Transfer from Golden Gate (GG)

2002 Carrera 4S Silver

Das, Debapriyo
Sayantani Sarkar (Affiliate)
Transfer from Golden Gate (GG)

2011 Cayenne Black

Govett, William R.
Sandy Govett (Affiliate)
Transfer from Sacramento Valley (SVR)

2011 Cayman Brown

Hiatt, Ryan R.
Helen McBride (Affiliate)
Transfer from Alpine Mountain (ALP)

1984 944 Coupe
1991 944 S2

Hutchinson, Donald
Transfer from Silver Sage (SS)

1982 911 SC Blue

Phillippe, Evan B.
Alexandra Phillippe (Affiliate)
Transfer from Golden Gate (GG)

1974 914 Blue

Sandschulte, John W.
Christine Sandschulte (Wife)
Transfer from Pacific NorthWest (PNW)

2001 911 T Blue

Tomczak, Robert S.
Transfer from Golden Gate (GG)

2007 Carrera 4S Black

Wright, Robert C.
Transfer from California Central Coast (CCC)

1999 Carrera Black

Total New Transfer-In Members: 10
Primary Members: 588

Affiliate Members: 419

Total Members: 1007
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Become a Member of the Diablo Chapter
Own a Porsche? Want to Join the fun? Your local Diablo Chapter offers a number of
driving and social events for you to choose from. These include driving events for education, competition, travel, or just an excuse to enjoy driving your Porsche with fellow
members. Throughout the year we have 1/2 day, full day and overnight tours that are
quite popular. And our sponsor discounts for parts and service can save you real
money.
Bring yourself and your Porsche to one of our regular Saturday Breakfasts either at the
Buttercup Grill and Bar in Walnut Creek, (every Saturday at 7:30AM) or at Vic's All Star
Kitchen in Pleasanton (2nd and 4th Saturday's at 8:30AM) and meet some of our regular members.
So, get your Porsche VIN, a credit card and go to Porsche Club of America - Home, click
on the "Join PCA" tab and in just a few minutes, you'll be a member.
If you have any questions, please e-mail our membership chair, Doug Wiebe at
membership@diablo-pca.org.
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Food and Friends
Diablo Region members are now meeting at Buttercup Bar & Grill, 660 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut
Creek, Ca 94596, located between N. Broadway and N. Civic Drive. Breakfast is every Saturday at
8AM. Be sure to wear your name tag! This is a great way to casually meet other members and catch
up on upcoming Region events and Porsche news.
There is a monthly dinner held the 3rd Thursday of each month at Strizzis restaurant at 3456
Camino Tassajara in Danville. The group meets at 6:30PM.
Great food and great people! What more could you ask for! Be sure to mark your calendar to attend
at least one dining opportunity.

Pleasanton Saturday Breakfast
Additional Saturday added!
If you can’t get up in time to get to the Saturday morning breakfast at Marie Callender’s in Walnut
Creek, drive over to Pleasanton and join a few hungry members at Vic’s All Star Kitchen. We meet
each month on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays at 8:30AM.
The next breakfast is scheduled for October 8th. We hope to see you there. Vic’s is located at 201
Main Street, Pleasanton. We have tables reserved in the backroom. Check directions at:
http://www.vicsallstar.com/about.htm.
Please RSVP to Ira Madnick at: imadnick@sbcglobal.net so we can get a good headcount. See
you there!!
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Where’s Bosco Rally/Tour
Here are a few pictures of the lucky members who joined Rolly Smith and Phil Eskildsen for a spirited gimmick rally and tour beginning from Walnut Creek with a quick stop at the Chabot Observatory in the Oakland Hills and ending at Bosco’s Bones and Brew in Sunol. Beautiful countryside and
weather was the order of the day.

The Starting Point

Awesome stopping area!

The End of the tour and Bosco’s

Pictures submitted by Carlos Bocanegra
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Diablo Region Advertisers
Alan Kingsley, CPA
Big O Tires
EMC Auto Center
Gavin Autoworks
Hooked on Driving
Kahlers
M. Boyd Construction
MCE Racing at Thunderhill
Mobile Works West
Pacific HVAC Depot
Porsche of Fremont
Porsche of Livermore
Rocco’s Full sports Bar
Roger Kraus Racing
Strizzis
Zentrum Motors
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