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Diablo Region Board of Directors 

Steven M Jones  President   president@diablo-pca.org 

Warren Gardner  Vice President  vicepresident@diablo-pca.org 

Christie Bacchus  Secretary   secretary@diablo-pca.org 

Jim Edmunds  Treasurer   treasurer@diablo-pca.org 

Phil Eskildsen  Nametag Guy  nametags@diablo-pca.org 

Maureen Torres  Newsletter Editor  editor@diablo-pca.org 

Linda Boyd   Social Events   events@diablo-pca.org 

Jerry Torres   Advertising   advertising@diablo-pca.org 

Ken Wu   Membership   membership@diablo-pca.org 

Special Advisors to the Board 

Eugenie Thomas  Past President  pastpresident@diablo-pca.org 

Larry Sharp   Zone 7 Representative larrysharp@comcast.net 

Committee Chairs and other Positions 

Autocross Chair  Eugenie Thomas  autoxchair@diablo-pca.org 

Charity Coordinator Open 

Chief Instructor   Scott Pope   chiefinstructor@diablo-pca.org 

Concours Chair  Open 

Merchandising  Open  

Rally/Tour Chair  Open 

DE Registrar   Luis Soler   trackregistrar@diablo-pca.org 

Track Chair   Warren Gardner  trackchair@diablo-pca.org 

Webmaster   Anthony Mendoza    webmaster@diablo-pca.org 

Mailing Address:  Diablo/PCA 
    P O Box  30667 

    Walnut Creek, Ca  94598 



Looking for places to go or things to do?  
Be sure to check the Diablo Region calendar to stay on top of all our activities 

(http://calendar.diablo-pca.org). 

 
The Saturday Morning Breakfast every Saturday at 8AM at  
Marie Callender’s in Walnut Creek at 1101 S. California Blvd. 

 
The Third Thursday Dinner held the 3rd Thursday of every month at  

           Strizzi’s in Danville at 3456 Camino Tassajara. 
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The Inside Line  
by Steve Jones 

Don’t look now, but it’s almost the end of the year. By the time you read this, Thanksgiving 
will be a pleasant memory of good food and long naps, and those of us who love snow 
sports will be obsessively checking the weather reports for our favorite mountain resort… 
Or any resort… 

But that aside, we are truly lucky that we live in an area where we can enjoy our cars, and 
many other things, all year round. And at this time of year , it’s important to recognize how lucky we are in 
this and other ways. We’re free of worries about the basic necessities of life, which is not true for many people 
in the world, and unfortunately even for many people here in this country. 

We may not recognize some of the other ways we’re fortunate. It’s easy to recognize that we’re lucky to live in 
a nice home, or own a Porsche, or choose from many different things to eat whenever we like. We’re also lucky 
to be a part of the many different communities that each of us is a member of such as our neighborhood, our 
place of worship, our friends, or our favorite coffee shop… and our car club. 

Yes, our car club. Each time I go to one of our events I realize what a privilege it is that I’m able to meet other 
people who are passionate about their cars and outgoing enough to attend the many events we put on during 
the year. Not to mention those generous individuals who give of their time and experience to plan and pro-
duce those events. And, I think those of you who’ve been to at least a few events can easily see that it is, in fact, 
a community of people that makes up Diablo. 

I’m proud to be able to tell people who don’t know about the PCA what a great group of people I share this 
club with. Even though we have many different passions, we all recognize our common interests and even en-
courage each other in all our pursuits. Nothing says this better than when I’m at an event, I look around, and I 
notice that everybody is leaning forward, deep in conversation with one or a few other people near them. See-
ing that makes all the effort that I put into the club worthwhile. 

These deep thoughts aside, we’ll soon be having our 2009 planning meeting on December 6th. This is where 
we first start to sort out what events Diablo will put on during the coming year, like the annual Wash ‘n Shine 
on May 24th and the Yosemite Tour on April 25-26th. Oh, had I not mentioned that before? Well, look for an 
announcement soon… If you want to know what these events are like, we’ll start the meeting with an overview 
explaining them. And if you want to make sure your favorite event happens, come to the meeting ready to vol-
unteer to help in whatever capacity you can. 

Remember, if nobody volunteered there would be no events, no Diablo region, and no PCA. 

Our annual Holiday Party will be held at Porsche of Fremont on Saturday, December 13th. I’m looking for-
ward to this one on several levels: the great company, the great setting, and also the great catering that we en-
joyed there in February. Check the flyer on the cover of this issue if you haven’t signed up yet. 

Finally, don’t forget our monthly dinner at Strizzi’s! This month it falls on the 18th and will feature the excel-
lent food as well as the warm company you can count on at Diablo events. 

I hope everybody’s loved ones are safe and healthy, and that all your holiday wishes come true. Especially if 
they involve snow falling in the Sierra. So we won’t need water rationing next summer, of course! 

 

Happy Holidays, 

Steve 
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2008 Election Results 
By Steve Jones 

In October all Diablo members were sent a ballot listing seven candidates for the five open positions on the 
2009 Board of Directors. The five candidates receiving the most votes will serve a two year term beginning 
January 1st. There was also a ballot question to accept or reject a set of five amendments to the region bylaws. 

I’d like to thank all the candidates for stepping forward and offering to serve on the Board. This is the ultimate 
commitment of time and energy to make Diablo a better region for all our members, and you deserve to be 
recognized for it. 

I also want to thank our fellow members for taking the time to vote—this is your region, and it’s important 
that your voice be heard when it comes to the region leadership. 

On Saturday, November 1st the ballots were counted. One hundred and forty-four members cast their votes, 
representing over 14% of the total Diablo membership. The results were officially submitted to the Board of 
Directors at their monthly meeting on November 11th. 

Board of Directors 
The total votes for each candidate for the Board were as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In the event of a tie, ballots received after the October 25th deadline were opened and counted in order to 
break the tie. This resulted in two additional votes for Kay Maloy, electing her to the fifth open position. 

In addition to the published candidates there were three write-in votes: John Clever, John Place, and Steve 
Jones. Each of these write-ins received a single vote. 

Therefore, the new members of the Diablo Board of Directors for 2009 are: Linda Boyd, Francisco Cabrita, 
Jim Edmunds, Phil Eskildsen, and Kay Maloy. 

Members of the Board whose terms run through December 31st, 2009 are: Warren Gardner, Steve Jones, 
Jerry Torres, and Ken Wu (appointed to the position left vacant by Ron Leppke’s passing). These seats on the 
Board will be up for election in October, 2009. 

Amending the Bylaws 
Diablo members were asked to vote on a package of five changes to the region’s bylaws, which had last been 
officially changed in 1997. The bylaws require that votes to change our bylaws be conducted in conjunction 
with the annual Board of Directors election in October unless an emergency change is needed. 

The results were 132 votes in favor of the changes, and 2 votes against. Since this is more than the two-thirds 
necessary under the bylaws, the motion carries and the bylaws are amended. The bylaws will be edited accord-
ingly and posted, and an announcement will be made when they are available for download. In the meantime, 
the following documents are still available: 

Bylaws including 1997 amendments:  http://dia.pca.org/bylaws/diablo-bylaws-1997.pdf 

Proposed changes for 2008:  http://dia.pca.org/bylaws/amendments-2008.pdf 
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Candidates Number of Votes 

Linda Boyd 107 

Francisco Cabrita 79 

Brian Cameron 73* 

Jim Edmunds 99 

Phil Eskildsen 105 

Kay Maloy 73* 

Roland Smith 58 



You receive Diablo's notices and mailings because PCA National knows your email address, 
mailing address, and other details. It's vital that these records be kept up to date so that we 
can keep you informed about our activities, and so that your copy of Panorama can be deliv-
ered. But did you know that you can update this information yourself? Here's how: 

Step 1. 

Go to PCA National's web site at http://www.pca.org and scroll to the bottom of the screen.  

You will see a login box like the one pictured below. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: 

PCA National automatically creates an account for every PCA member. If you've never used 
your account before, click on the “Read this!” link for instructions on how to access your  
account. 

Step 2. 

Log in; the homepage will display again, but with a few differences. The information you need 
to review is located in the blue box in the upper right corner as shown in the example below. 

Step 3. 

Verify your information is correct and current. To update or  
change any of the items, click on the item to be changed. An 
editing screen will display, as shown on the next page. 
Update the information, click the “Submit” button and the changes 
will  be submitted directly to PCA National. 

Your information is now updated and current. 

You can also record information about your cars and activities with 
PCA National, if you wish. You can even renew your membership 
online using the “Member Services” tab on the homepage, but that 
is a future topic to explore. 
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Updating Your Contact Information with PCA 
submitted by Steve Jones 

http://www.pca.org
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Updating Your Contact Information with PCA 
continued 



Touring 

 

 

  When:  December 6, 2008 

  Time:    6:00—9:30 P.M. 

  Where: Club House in Jim Edmund’s housing complex, located at: 
     1999 Nero Court, Walnut Creek 
     Detailed directions on the following page 

  RSVP:  Linda Boyd at events@diablo-pca.org by Dec. 1st 

Please bring an unwrapped new toy for the Shepherd's Gate donation. 

The venue is the clubhouse located by the pool. Do not look for a house numbered 1999 Nero Court --go 
to the end of the court, and proceed to the clubhouse by the pool area! 

From I-680 take the Treat Boulevard exit and head East. Take a right on Bancroft Road. Make a right at 
the traffic light for La Corso Circle, followed by a right onto La Corso Drive. Take a left on Cabot Drive. 

You can park on Cabot Drive near Cesar Court and walk up Cesar to the club house, or take a right onto 
Via Appia and park on Via Appia close to Nero Court, then walk up Nero to the club house. 

Guidelines 

NOTE: Street parking is *only* allowed on Cabot Drive and Via Appia! Do not block driveways, and do 
not park on any street name ending in Court - they are too narrow, you will be towed, and the club will 
be banned from using this venue. 

Raceway 

Concours 

Rally 
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 2009 Planning Meeting 

Thunderhill Raceway 

Concours 
Rally 



Parking at the Planning Meeting

There are only a few parking spaces close to the club house. We ask
that you only use these if you or your partner have difficulty walking
one city block. We are only allowed to park where shown on these
two maps – do not attempt to park on any Court, or block any driveways!

There will probably be six “GUEST”
spots open where circled in red.
Please leave them open for those
members who can't walk a block.

Street parking is allowed where marked in blue below.

 

Rally 
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Rally 
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ATLANTA - October 18 - Porsche entered today's Monterey Sports Car Challenge, the final 
round of the 2008 American Le Mans Series, with the LMP2 prototype drivers championship and 
the GT2 production-based drivers championship already clinched, but the manufacturers titles 
in both classes were still up for grabs. 

But, when the checked flag fell on the four-hour sports car classic early Saturday evening, a 
Porsche race team in each class scored a third point finish - good enough for the marquee to 
win both manufacturers championships. 

In a race which featured 13 yellow flags and a racing surface which lost its grip due to exces-
sive gravel on the track from the many racing incidents, the 2007 and 2008 LMP2 drivers 
champions, Romain Dumas (France) and Timo Bernhard (Germany), overcame an offtrack inci-
dent of their own to guide their Penske Porsche RS Spyder to a third-place finish—just high 
enough to edge Acura by a single point in the final standings. Porsche ended up with 214 
points, and Acura, with its one-two finish at Laguna, finished second with 213. Penske Racing 
had previously clinched their third straight LMP2 team title. 

In the production-based GT2 class, Porsche had a more comfortable lead of 15 points going into 
the last event, but a strong contingent of Ferraris threatened to overcome those points with a 
sweep of the top position in the four-hour finale. But the Flying Lizard Motorsports Porsche 911 
GT3 RSR of Patrick Pilet (France)/Johannes van Overbeek (USA) finished fourth in class to seal 
the manufacturers championship, 220 - 215. Originally, Dirk Werner (Germany)/Bryce Miller 
(USA) in the Farnbacher Loles Racing Porsche 911 GT3 RSR had finished third, but the car was 
excluded at post-race tech for a ride height violation due to a broken right front spring. 

Previously, Joerg Bergmeister and Wolf Henzler (both Germany) had clinched the drivers cham-
pionship in their Flying Lizard Porsche, and Flying Lizard Motorsports had sealed the team title - 
their first. 

Hartmut Kristen, head of Porsche Motorsport, couldn't have planned the season any better for 
this final result. 

Continued on next page... 

 Porsche Secures LMP2 and GT2 Manufacturers Titles with Key Performances 
by Penske Racing, Flying Lizard Motorsports at Laguna Seca Finale 

From PCA National 



Rally 
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"To win all six championships - team, driver, and manufacturers titles in both LMP2 and GT2 - 
is so much satisfying than any individual race that we could win. This team effort included all 
our teams, their drivers and crews, our engineers - both at the track and in Germany - and all 
the Porsche AG, Porsche Motorsport, and Porsche Cars North America employees that helped 
make this happen. A special thanks must go to Penske Racing and Flying Lizard Motorsports, 
the teams that produced the drivers championships and contributed heavily to the manufactur-
ers titles," said Kristen. 

Paul Ritchie, president of Porsche Motorsport North America, was particularly gratified with the 
success of the 2008 Porsche 911 GT3 RSR after the 2007, when Ferrari got the best of Porsche 
for the championship. 

"Over the winter, the engineers at Weissach, led by Roland Kussmaul, completely revamped the 
race car, including a new aerodynamic package and a four-liter engine, and provided us with a 
great package - and our teams did the rest. A special thanks must go to my staff at Porsche 
Motorsports North America, who provided critical parts and service support to keep everyone on 
the track," said Ritchie, whose organization is based in Santa Ana, Calif. 

Other LMP2 Porsche finishers included Helio Castroneves/Ryan Briscoe in the Penske Porsche 
RS Spyder (fourth); Guy Smith/Chris Dyson in the Dyson Racing Porsche RS Spyder (fifth); and 
Marino Franchitti/Butch Leitzinger in the other Dyson Racing Porsche RS Spyder. 

Other GT2 Porsche finishers the Darren Law/Seth Neiman Flying 
Lizard Porsche (fifth); the Joerg Bergmeister/Wolf Henzler Flying 
Lizard Porsche (ninth after an early-race accident resulting in a 
long pit stop for suspension replacement). The Francesco Pas-
torelli/Nicky Pastorelli/Mark Basseng VICI Racing Porsche did not 
finish due to an early-race accident. 

 

Just a Note: 

 

Some of our Diablo members were 

lucky enough to attend this event 

and probably have some exciting 

stories to share. Be sure to ask 

them at the next dinner or 

breakfast you attend. 

http://www.TheKingsleyFirm.net


Rally 
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http://www.hookedondriving.com/home.cfm
http://www.allcarcentral.com/
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Nominations Needed for our Annual Awards 

to be held February 2009  

Forward your nominations to Linda Boyd at 
events@diablo-pca.org  

 

Categories: 

 Most Enthusiastic Member 

 ·Most Enthusiastic Family 

 ·Best Event 

 ·Rookie of the Year 

 · ohn Cleaver Award (member who goes beyond in dedication and contribution) 

 

Here is a list of the 2008 Events to help you with your nominations: 

Jan—New Years Rally, DE Tech Inspections, DE Instructor School at Thunderhill 

Feb—Annual Meeting & Awards 

April—Havana or Bust Tour, Fioli Gardens Tour, DE Tech Inspections, Drivers’ Ed at 

Thunderhill 

May—Wash N Shine, Newcomers BBQ 

June—Half Moon Bay Tour, Covered Bridge Tour, Diablo Mille 

July—Zone 7 Gimmick Rally 

Aug—Tour du Jour #12, Summers End BBQ 

Oct—Oktoberfest Party, DE Tech Inspections, Drivers’ Ed at Thunderhill 
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The Correct Driving Position 
By: Ken Koop—The Yellowstone Region—Old Faithful Newsletter 

 

Have you ever been cruising down the highway and happened to notice the driving position of 
certain people in the car next to you? A few people drive with their seat set all the way back. 
Their arms are fully stretched out, having no bend at all in their elbows. Then some people are 
so close to the steering wheel that you could not slip a CD between the steering wheel and their 
chest. Well obviously, both of these positions are incorrect for a number of reasons. The first 
and foremost is safety. In both of these positions the driver does not have the leverage or the 
movement required in their arms to make emergency driving corrections. For a professional 
race car driver or people lucky enough to have their own dedicated race car, their seat and 
steering wheel is set to a specified position that never changes. They do this so that every time 
they get into their cars, the position is optimized to help them best perform their job. Go fast! 
They can’t do that without the correct seating set-up. 

So is there actually an ideal position for all drivers? Well, there is something very close to a 
perfect position that allows for comfort (which leads to less fatigue), leverage, bracing and 
good control of the vehicle in all types of driving conditions. It was not until I attended my first 
driving school that I actually learned about the correct seating position. If you 
attend a Professional Sports Car Race, you will see almost every driver using 
this same set-up. 

Let’s look at how to adjust the seat and steering wheel to provide you with the 
proper set-up for both street and track driving conditions. We will start with the 
seating position since that is our first contact with the car and every other ad-
justment is predicated on the correct seat set-up. Adjust the seat to the lowest 
position that still allows you a good view of the road ahead. This not only helps 
to lower the car’s center of gravity for better cornering and performance, but it 
also places the driver’s body closer to the vehicle’s yaw, pitch and roll axis. This 
gives the driver a better feel for what the car is doing during any changes in speed or direction. 
Your derrière should be tucked firmly into the seat back, so that you can get feedback from the 
chassis, through the seat, up your spine and finally reaching the brain (where you can deter-
mine what the car is doing). You will get a better feel as to what the rear end of the car is doing 
if your body is firmly anchored to the seat. Position the seat forward enough so your knee still 
has some bend in it with the clutch pedal being fully depressed. You do not want to be able to 
fully extend your leg or have to stretch while depressing the clutch. That will not provide you 
with adequate leverage while engaging the clutch or brake pedals. Also, you do not want the 
steering column interfering with the movement of your legs while you are operating the brake 
or clutch. Your right foot should be comfortably placed to allow you to pivot the foot from the 

“...a perfect 

position that 

allows for comfort 

(which leads to 

less fatigue), 

leverage, bracing 

and good control 

of the vehicle in 

all types of driving 

conditions.” 
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accelerator to the brake pedal without lifting the heel off the floor. The left foot, when not oper-
ating the clutch, should be resting on the “dead pedal” (that’s what it is there for). This will pro-
vide you some additional bracing while cornering or during an emergency maneuver. 

Now that we have your feet and legs positioned correctly, let’s take a look at the arm position. 
The correct distance from the steering wheel is easily adjusted with some simple techniques. 
The proper distance can be achieved with your shoulders resting on the very top of the steering 
wheel. The wrists should be able to break so that your hands are able to droop over the far side 
of the wheel. If your wrists do not break at the top of the wheel, then you will need to adjust 
the seat (or adjust the angle of the seat-back) forward or backward to achieve this position. If 
your steering wheel has adjustability for reach (in and out) and height (up and down), this will 
give you some additional help in fine tuning your optimal position. You will probably notice that 
the angle of your seat-back (when adjusted correctly) will be more upright than you are accus-
tomed to. Being too close or too far away from the wheel will inhibit your ability to maneuver in 
tight corners; i.e., driving on mountain roads, swerving to avoid an animal that might run into 
the street or driving on a race track. An improper position may even require you to move your 
hands on the steering wheel while cornering, which is not only a terrible technique but can also 
be dangerous. 

Your hand position on the steering wheel should be in the 9 and 3 o’clock po-
sitions with the thumbs in contact with the 9 and 3 o’clock spokes of the 
wheel. This will give you more direct feedback from the front suspension in 
case of over or under-steering conditions. Your right hand will also be in a 
better position for reaching the gear shift lever and allows for a more natural 
movement when grabbing for that next gear. Locating your hands this way 
allows for more steering input in tight corners, without your forearms crossing 
over each other. If you have front air bags, it is slightly safer in helping to 
prevent wrist or hand damage in case of an air bag deployment as well. 
Lastly, your elbows should be allowed to rest comfortably by your side. 

Now for a final check of your position. After you believe you have everything set correctly, see 
if you have between 90 and 130 degrees of bend in the elbows, with your hands in the 9 and 3 
o’clock position. Then make sure all of the dials and dash lights on the instrument panel are 
clearly visible without the steering wheel impeding your view. All three mirrors should be set to 
provide you with adequate visibility in all directions. With these final checks completed, you 
have successfully achieved your correct position. If you are like most people, you will find that 
your original position was a little too far away from the pedals and the steering wheel. You were 
holding the wheel in the 10 and 2 positions and the seat-back was reclined too much. This new 
position will probably feel uncomfortable and strange to you at first. With a little practice and 
care in your seating set-up (whether you are driving your Porsche or another car), you can 

“ An improper 

position may even 

require you to move 

your hands on the 

steering wheel while 

cornering, a terrible 

technique but can 

also be dangerous.” 



The devil’s Advocate Page 16 

develop a better driving position that leads not only to better car control, but also makes for 
safer driving as well. This will provide you with a quick set-up routine. You can carry this from 
one car to another and it only takes a minute to correctly set your position once you know what 
you are doing. 

After reading this article, my wife Robin, actually tried this new seating position. As predicted, 
she complained that she was too close to the wheel and felt very uncomfortable while driving. 
But with just a few weeks of practice, she has become accustomed to her new set-up. Now she 
thinks I am the most wunderbar husband for teaching her something new and useful (like I’ve 
never done that before), yada, yada, yada. If she was able to change and improve her driving 
habits after some 35 years behind the wheel, then anyone can (a mandated age disclaimer; FYI 
my wife politely told me to mention that she started driving when she was 2 years old)—yea 
right. Next to buckling your seat belt, this is probably the most important thing you can do to 
help ensure your driving safety. 

 

http://www.picazovineyards.com/index.jsp
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http://www.kahlers.com
http://www.roccospizzeria.com/
http://www.rogerkrausracing.com/
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Pictures provided by: 

Ken Wu, Diablo Region 

More pictures available for review at: 

http://picasaweb.google.com/pcadiablo08/20081031ThunderhillDE# 

Many thanks to the support group who put the Oct. 31 
event together and helped make it successful: 

 Luis Soler—Registrar 

 Linda Boyd & Kay Maloy—Check-in process 

 Mike Ciopyk and his son, Mark—Pit Marshalls 

 Scott Pope—Working with the Instructors 

 Instructors—Joel Agnello, Warren Gardner, Steve Jones, 
Thom Kalkman, Claude Leglise, Mike McDonald, Dale 
Miller and Robert Tam 

http://picasaweb.google.com/pcadiablo08/20081031ThunderhillDE#�
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 Primary Members—571 

 Affiliate Members  - 421 

 Total Members—992 

 

Jan R. Ahlman        2000 Boxster—Silver 

Blade Benson and Jerek Benson (son)     1989 Carrera—Guards Red 

Karen Jung         2008 GT3—White 

Arnold C. Magcale        2009 997 S—Meteor Gray 

Martin Morrison        2008 911 GT2—Blue 

Verne L. Murray and John Hewood (affiliate)    2005 Carrera S—Silver 

Marlene M. Panacci and Tom Pacacci (son)    1959 356—Yellow 

Daniel D. Ruiz and Teresa Ruiz (wife)     1998 Boxster—Blue 

William D. Schmicker and Blair Schmicker (son)   2007 997—Carmona Red 

Transfer In: 

William Packwood and Rodney Packwood (son)   1962 356B 

http://www.vineyardspecialties.com/
http://www.pacifichvacdepot.com/
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http://fremont.porschedealer.com/
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PORSCHE CELEBRATES 60TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY! 

There is a great article published on the PCA .org web site. If you would like to read some 

interesting history and the story of how a very small company became “the most profitable 

automobile manufacturer in the world”, check it out on our web site  at http://dia.pca.org/. 
 
 

 

http://www.elaineendsley.com/
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For Sale 

“Porsche Rennsport” by Jeffrey Zwart. 

You’ve seen his beautiful photographs of 1949—2004 Porsche Racing 
Sports cars in Excellence Magazine. 

I received two copies of his book for my birthday. You can buy the one 
that has barely been opened for only $120.00. Retail is $149.95 if you can 
find a copy. 

Contact Jim Edmunds at 925-933-4761. 
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