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eye off the track for at least a second or two, I declined.  I 

changed the temp when I got into the paddock.  Changing 

any one of the many, many communication, navigation, en-

tertainment, suspension, climate, lighting, etc., systems in 

a car these days can be dangerous at any speed.  Legisla-

tors mistakenly focus on cell phone conversations and tex-

ting, as if they are the only vices out there behind the 

wheel.  Look at the dash and center console of any modern 

car (including the new Porsches) and you can see there are 

many other built-in opportunities to do something other 

than drive the car.  A good track day, like we just had, 

helps your brain focus on what real driving is all about.  On 

public roads, I spend most of my time trying to anticipate 

what others are about to do and see if it affects my 

planned path.  I think they call that defensive driving.  
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Doug’s Corner by Doug Wiebe 

Part 1 

I have to start out this month talk-

ing about our DE program. We had 

two very successful, large turnout, 

car inspection sessions before the track day. There were 

many new faces, including some of the same ones we saw 

at our DE 101 class in February. And then there was the 

great day we had on the Track at Thunderhill! If you were 

there, you know that the heavy rain forecast was all 

wrong, we even had some sunshine. The revised registra-

tion and car check procedures worked very well. There 

were many smiles and happy people walking around the 

paddock area all day. I should add, it was extremely wet 

for the drive home, but that was on public highways, a 

much different environment.   

These events don't just happen without a lot of work be-

hind the scenes. Many thanks to Mike Roberts, Track Chair 

and his DE team who put together a great event. Please re-

member (and use) our sponsors for this event. Fremont 

Porsche provided event sponsorship (cost savings to all at-

tendees) and both Fremont Porsche and Kahler's provided 

free vehicle tech inspections. If you drive your car (often 

or not), a periodic tech inspection is a good idea, track day 

participant or not.  

We have another DE day with Hooked on Driving at In-

fineon in May. Don't forget the low speed safety and car 

control event will be a new choice for Diablo members and 

their immediate families. Check out this and all the tours, 

meal opportunities (yes, this club seems to like to eat) and 

other Diablo events in this month's issue. 

Part 2 

My pet peeve is distracted driving. It can happen anytime 

we are behind the wheel. I thought about turning down the 

heat in my car at Thunderhill between a couple of turns.  

Even with the windows down, it was getting warm in there.  

Then, I realized just finding the right button would take my 
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Continued from Page 5 

eye off the track for at least a second or two, I declined. I 

changed the temp when I got into the paddock.  Changing 

any one of the many, many communication, navigation, en-

tertainment, suspension, climate, lighting, etc., systems in 

a car these days can be dangerous at any speed. Legisla-

tors mistakenly focus on cell phone conversations and tex-

ting, as if they are the only vices out there behind the 

wheel. Look at the dash and center console of any modern 

car (including the new Porsches) and you can see there are 

many other built-in opportunities to do something other 

than drive the car. A good track day, like we just had, helps 

your brain focus on what real driving is all about.  On pub-

lic roads, I spend most of my time trying to anticipate what 

others are about to do and see if it affects my planned 

path.  I think they call that defensive driving.  
 

Doug 
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Check out the  

Hooked on Driving / Diablo event  

at Infineon on May 17th! 
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 By Mike Roberts, Driver Education Program Chair 
 
So, we have this huge, open parking lot at a pre-

mier US racetrack, a bunch of cones and some fast 

cars. Think we can have some fun with that??? 

At Infineon…Thursday, May 17th, we team up with Hooked On Driv-

ing who are running their HPDE event on the track that day…David 

Ray and his team have graciously offered us the opportunity of a Car 

Control and Track Experience event in the paddock while their event 

is in progress. 

You will be able to (urged to) turn the traction control (PSM) off! 

Even if you run on track, you may not know what happens when you 

brake so hard the ABS kicks in, or corner so hard that the back end 

breaks away, or you try and turn a fast left/right/left. It’s useful to find 

out. You never know when someone will do the unexpected in front 

of you on the freeway, or on any other road – and that’s not the time 

to learn! 

When I bought my first Porsche in the UK, in early 1994 (a 1988 Car-

rera Targa Sport), the dealership offered time with a Porsche driving 

consultant as part of the package. We went to the skid pad, and I 

learned what happens when you go hard into a turn and lift off the 

gas suddenly. That was the first time I also learned the simple mne-

monic - ‘in a spin, two in’ (feet on brake and clutch!). But after a few 

attempts I was power-sliding. 

Generally, I was amazed at how tenaciously the tires would cling to 

asphalt even when you were circling like a madman in search of a 

lost donut – and when it did break free, things happened fast, the 

notorious Carrera snap, (these days mitigated by 20 more years of 

development), as the rear end whipped suddenly the other way – in 

those days, out-of-control Porsches would go off the road on the in-

side of a bend! 

Then I also learned, in those pre-ABS days, that under very hard 

braking in a 3.2 Carrera, you could turn the steering wheel lock to 

lock and still go in a straight line… 

In the Car Control event at Infineon, you will have the opportunity to 

find out what your car does when you push it too far – but only if you 

want to - just enjoy driving more enthusiastically than you do in ‘real  
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life’ – whatever you are comfortable with and is fun for you! Diablo 

Club members, plus one SO or immediate family member are wel-

come to register (must be over 18 with current license) – you do not 

need to bring a Porsche, although we do not allow any SUV’s apart 

from Cayenne’s. 

The day will start off with a short check-in and driver’s meeting at 

9am to pass on some tips on how to get the most from it. (By the 

way, if you want to come earlier (7.55am) to sit-in on the Hooked On 

Driving drivers meeting for the track day, you are welcome. 

First up will be a Threshold Braking exercise – accelerating to a pre-

determined point at a set speed, then throwing out the anchors hard 

to stop in a box of cones…as you circulate through the exercises, 

you will get tips from coaches who will be observing your progress. 

Next we will have a cornering exercise, a big figure eight which will 

require hard cornering - and some skidding if you want to push it 

harder. After that we will have lunch and can meet up with our fellow 

members who are driving the track. 

From mid-morning onwards, you will get a couple of demo laps on 

Infineon with Hooked On Driving coaches (limited to one per partici-

pant in car control). Also, should you want a break, you’ll be able to 

spectate the track event from many spectacular vantage points 

which Infineon has to offer. 

Third, after lunch we will have a slalom course set up. When a car’s 

handling is tested, you often see a slalom course - a series of turns 

through the cones where throttle and steering play in concert to keep 

the car’s balance throughout the turns…you’ll be amazed at what 

your car can do. 

Of course, in any of these exercises – there will be nothing to hit if 

you get it wrong – there will only be cones, which won’t hurt your car. 

(You can always put some painter’s tape on the edges of the car if 

you are unsure – it goes on and comes off very easily without leav-

ing any marks – I’ll bring some along). 

These exercises will run for over an hour each so you will have sev-

eral ‘circuits’ and breaks in between, we’ll finish about 3.30pm. To 

sign up see the flyer in this issue – it’s only $50 including lunch, lim-

ited to 30 places. 
Continued on page 13  



13 

 

Diablo Club members who want to run the Hooked On Driving track 

day will get a discount on the registration fee (see the flier elsewhere 

in this issue).  However, you won’t be able to do both events as they 

run concurrently. 

Talking of track days, we had a great time at Thunderhill on March 

16th, with a large turnout at Safety Inspections in Fremont Porsche 

and Kahler's. With a ‘dodgy’ weather forecast which caused several 

last-minute cancellations, on the day, the micro-climate around 

Thunderhill worked in our favor to be mostly dry – just one session 

was run in rain. In all, 59 people drove, instructed, helped or spec-

tated. It was a 100% clean day - there were no incidents. Thanks 

everyone, for turning out…particularly those who came out to help 

and did not drive! 

Thanks also to Fremont Porsche for sponsoring the day – your sup-

port is greatly appreciated by our membership. 

Soon we will be announcing more events to complement the existing 

arrangement at Thunderhill on 10/29. If the Car Control/Track Ex-

perience day is a success, we can certainly make it a more regular 

feature. 

If you would like more information on our growing Driver Education 

program, or would like to help as we develop more opportunities for 

members to participate and enjoy the activities, please get in touch 

with Mike Roberts at dechair@diablo-pca.org 
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New Members 

New Members 

Banks, Richard R. 1988 911, Blue 

Brodie, Thomas 2009 Boxster S, Black 

Brumfield, William 2008 Boxster S, Silver 

Burg, Norman H. 2008 911, Red 

Burt, Gavin H. 2002 Boxster, Black 

Hawke, Christopher M. 2011 911, Silver 

Helmes, Bracken A. 1985 911, Black 

Holmes, Robert W. 2007 911, Gray 

Logazino, Robert 2002 911 

Loverro, Leo M. 2007 Boxster, Blue 

Mac Dougall, Richard 2011 Boxster, Red 

Prendergast, Robert 1983 911 SC, Black 

Sikes, Walt 1965 911, White 

Slingsby, Stephen R. 2008 Boxster S, Gray 

Total New Members:  14 

 

Transfer-In Members 

Adair, Kevin S. 

Transfer from San Diego (SDO) 
2001 Boxster 

Costa, Edgar G. 

Transfer from California Central 
Coast (CCC)  

1982 911 SC, Blue 

Gang, Joseph M. 
Transfer from  San Diego (SDO) 

1986 944 T, Silver 

Placzek, F. Anthony 

Transfer from Golden Gate (GG) 
1987 930, Blue 

Varrella, Jeffrey 
Transfer from California Central 
Coast (CCC) 

2007 997 C4S, Silver 

Total Transfer-In Members:  5 

Primary: 624  Family/Affiliate:  427  Total Members:  1051 
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A Fun Porsche Quiz 

You love your car, but do you know everything about 
your car’s history? Take this little quiz to test your 
“uber” knowledge. The answers are on page 27. 

1. What year was Porsche founded? 
 1930 
 1940 
 1950 
 1960 

2. Ferdinand Porsche founded the Porsche company. What other 
car did he also help create? 
 BMW M3 
 Audi Quattro 
 Volkswagen Beetle 
 Lexus S 400 

3. What is Porsche’s most famous car? 
 911 
 Boxster 
 Carrera 
 914 

4. Which of the following brands has Porsche consulted on? 
 Studebaker 
 Daewoo 
 Audi 
 Harley Davidson 

5. In what year was the 911 Turbo introduced to the market? 
 1965 
 1975 
 1980 
 1985 

6. When was the first Porsche completed? 
 1927 
 1935 
 1948 
 1953 
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7. What type of engine is in the 911? 

 Inline—4 

 V8 

 Flat—6 

 V—12 

8. Which was the first car to carry the Porsche brand? 

 911 

 356 

 912 

 The Lohner-Porsche Mixhe Hybrid 

9. Porsche’s best known model is the long running 911 series. What did Porsche 

want to call this car initially? 

10. Where does the Porsche Boxster get its name from? 

 

Answers on Page 27 
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Food and Friends 

Diablo Region members are now meeting at Buttercup Bar & Grill, 

660 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek, Ca  94596, located be-

tween N. Broadway and N. Civic Drive. Breakfast is every Saturday 

at 8AM. Be sure to wear your name tag! This is a great way to casu-

ally meet other members and catch up on upcoming Region events. 

 

 

 

Pleasanton Saturday Breakfast 
Additional Saturday added! 

If you can’t get up in time to get to the Saturday morning breakfast 

at Buttercup Grill & Bar in Walnut Creek, drive over to Pleasanton 

and join a few hungry members at Vic’s All Star Kitchen. We meet 

each month on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays at 8:30AM. 

The next breakfast is scheduled for April 14th and again on April 
28th. We hope to see you there. Vic’s is located at 201 Main Street, 
Pleasanton. We have tables reserved in the backroom. Check direc-
tions at:  

http://www.vicsallstar.com/about.htm. 

 

 

 

 

New Location for Monthly Dinner 

There is a monthly dinner held the 3rd Thursday of each month. Faz 

is located at 600 Hartz Ave., Danville. The group meets at 6:30PM. 
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Diablo Friday at Thunderhill 

Did you listen to the weather forecast and 

stay home instead of joining the track  

enthusiasts at the Diablo Friday at  

Thunderhill? Too bad! 

Mother Nature must have known we 

wanted a few hours of clear weather and 

cooperated until the miserable drive 

home. By that time everyone who had  

attended had big smiles on their faces and 

a satisfied feeling of filling a day full of 

fun. For the 16 beginner drivers, it was 

both exciting and thrilling to find out your 

car handled all those crazy turns on the 

track, even with a little moisture. 

So, don’t miss out on the future scheduled 

dates for Diablo’s Driver Education Pro-

gram. The next one is on Thursday,  

May 17th at Infineon with our friends 

from Hooked on Driving. You can opt for a 

day on the track or sign up for the Car 

Control Clinic. Either one will be fun and a 

good learning experience. See the flyer on 

page 10 for sign up information. 

There were several great pictures taken at 

Thunderhill showing the skills of our many 

talented owners. Here are just a few: 
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Dinner and conversation the night before 

Catherine, the Birthday Girl Band of Brothers 

Group Debrief 

John Nai 

Mike Roberts sneaking in a lap 

Carlos B. having fun 

Ed leads the pack 
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Steve trying to outrun Red Rover 

Final check before letting them on the track 

The Miller Driving Duo 
Space Invaders??? 

The President and DE Chair 

Pictures furnished by Ed 

Won, Walt Lietz, Carlos Bo-

canegra and GotBlueMilk 
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Answers to Porsche Quiz 
1. 1930 

2. Volkswagen Beetle 

3. 911 

4. Studebaker, Daewoo and Harley Davidson 

5. 1975 

6. 1948 

7. Flat—6 

8. 356 

9. 901. In 1963, the first 911 was made. Porsche wanted to 

call this model series 901, but the French car manufacturer 

Peugeot already had the rights for the name. 

10. The type of engine that resembled a boxer and a roadster 

style. A Boxster engine is a type of engine where the cylin-

ders are placed flat, instead of the V-shape that is used 

more commonly. Porsche has used Boxster engines for a 

long time. 

REALLY????? 
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Meet Walt Lietz 
 

1. What  first interested you in Porsche? 

In 1960 (I was 17 with a new drivers license) my parents, my  

sister (Fifi) and I got a European delivery on a VW Beatle. We 

drove around Europe for six weeks in an air-cooled, rear-engined 

auto, designed by Dr. Porsche. I was hooked. 

1. What was your first Porsche and why did you purchase it? 

I bought a tangerine 914-4 in 1970. I was living in NYC, working 

for a bank and needed something more exciting than a VW,  

although finding a parking space was not easy. Like when we 

went to the movies; we would drive around looking for a spot; if 

we couldn’t find one, we would drive back to the apartment and 

watch TV instead! 

3. What are your interests (hobbies)? 

I love to travel, love to ski, paint, garden, play tennis and drive 

the Boxster. At this point it’s gardening, travel and driving the 

Boxster for the most part. 

3. What type of work do you do and if you are retired, what did 

you do? 

Jacquie and I have six grandchildren all of them are 6 or under 

so we are very very busy. Then there’s the garden, cooking,  

doing the wash, etc., etc. Exciting huh?  

3. What is your current Porsche? 

I have a 2006 silver Boxster. Love the California weather and 

driving with the top down.. 

3. What do you like about your Porsche? 

The great gas mileage? No - actually it is the way it takes the 

curves and the acceleration getting onto the freeway. Oh yes - 

the two trunks are great when we travel.  

Porsches  

  and the People Who Drive Them 
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7. What options do you wish it included? 

I think the double transmission (PDK) would be great but it was 

not available in 2006. A way to play i-tunes directly on the radio 

would be a nice addition too. 

8. Is this your daily driver and if not, when do you drive it? 

I use my 2000 GMC Sonoma pickup most of the time. The Box-

ster comes out on the weekends and for PCA tours and events. 

9. What type of driving do you like to do (i.e. spirited, country 

winding roads, long interstate trips)? 

The open road, to Vegas, to Canada (Escape 2010), down to LA 

on 101 or to  Carmel on the PCH are my kind of trips. We do a lot 

of spirited tours on winding roads but it’s not really my cup of tea 

and my co-pilot always wants me to slow down. The radio would 

be a nice addition 

10. What activities do you enjoy doing with the Diablo Region? 

What don’t I like? Breakfast at Vics and the Buttercup Pantry, 

dinner at Faz, tours to anywhere, drivers education, tech  

sessions, parties. All are great! 

11. Is there any particular event that stands out as most enjoy-

able? 

The Awards Dinner at the Blackhawk Auto Museum and the BBQ 

at John Place’s garage were really unique. Meeting new friends 

is always great too. 

12. Is there any activity the Diablo Region does not provide that 

you would like to do? 

I would like to see an Autocross program and some rallies too. 

Both are fun but require a lot of volunteers to put on. 

13. If you could have any Porsche, what would it be and why? 

How about a 918 Spyder, got 500,000 EU? I would need help 

with the tax, license, and insurance. The new Boxster with the 

great side vents would not be bad either. 
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For Sale 

 Porsche 2006 911 Carrera Cabriolet 

 Only20,000 miles ! 

 Carrera white with a mink color top and matching 

interior. 

 Wood trim and steering wheel. 

 Pristine condition. Always garaged. New Michelin 

tires. Service records available. 

 Heated seats. Tiptronic transmission. Bose ste-

reo. AM/FM, CD, navigation, custom floor mats 

with Porsche logo, custom coating so paint won't 

chip from rocks, etc. 

 Original owner. Asking $57,700. 

 Contact Cathy at 510-414-0870 
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The Macan 
From Porsche AG 

Stuttgart. Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche AG,  

Stuttgart's new sports car in the SUV segment has been given 

the name Macan. The name Macan is derived from the Indone-

sian word for tiger and combines suppleness, power, fascination 

and dynamics â€“ core characteristics of the new off-road car. 

"The Macan combines all sports car characteristics with the 

benefits of a SUV and is a genuine Porsche", said Bernhard 

Maier, Executive Vice President Sales and Marketing of Porsche 

AG. "The name of a new Porsche has to fit with the brand, sound 

good in very many languages and dialects and evoke positive 

associations. 

"As the fifth Porsche model line, the Macan is a central plank of 

Strategy 2018, by which the sports car manufacturer wishes to 

expand its model portfolio. Porsche intends the Macan to emu-

late the success of the Cayenne. The SUV will start coming off 

the production lines in Leipzig in 2013. To that end, the site in 

this city in Saxony is being expanded into a fully-fledged produc-

tion plant including body assembly line and paint shop - with 500 

million euro of investment one of the biggest building projects in 

Porsche's corporate history. In the medium-term, the sports car 

manufacturer will be creating more than 1000 new jobs here. 

Word names at Porsche have a concrete connection with the 

corresponding model and its characteristics: the name Boxster 

describes the combination of boxer engine and roadster, Cay-

enne stands for sharpness, the Cayman is snappy and agile and 

a Panamera is more than a Gran Tourismo, capable also of win-

ning the Carrera Panamericana long-distance race. 
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