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The devil’s Advocate 

Porsche Parade registration opens 

  

Porsches old and new will descend on Charlotte, North Carolina, this June for the annual 

Porsche Parade. 

Porsche fanatics from around the world have Tuesday, March 11, underlined and circled 

in red on their calendars. Why? Because that’s when registration opens for the 2008 Por-

sche Parade, which will be held from June 28-July 3 in beautiful Charlotte, North Carolina. 

The Parade is the Porsche Club of America’s annual, weeklong gathering of Porsche en-

thusiasts from around the world. This will be the 53rd annual Parade, the first held in 

North Carolina since 1981, and the first ever hosted by the Carolinas Region of the PCA.  

  

As Parade veterans know, the event includes an extensive list of events. This year, high-

lights include a concours right on the streets of uptown Charlotte — don’t worry, the 

streets will be closed to traffic — and an autocross at Lowe’s Motor Speedway. There will 

also be a gimmick rally, tours of the Penske and Hendrick NASCAR shops, TSD rallies, a 

winery tour, visits to the Biltmore estate, and much more. To help newbies learn the ropes 

and make the most of the Parade, organizers are offering Parade 101, an information ses-

sion conducted in connection with check-in. Parade is a major event on the Porsche cal-

endar, drawing from 2,000 to 2,500 participants.  

  

Whichever Porsche lights your fire, from the earliest 356 Gmund coupes through today’s 

Cayman, Boxster, Cayenne and 911, now is the time to join PCA and get in on the Pa-

rade. For more information, visit the club’s Web site at www.pca.org, or the 2008 Parade 

site at www.paradecharlotte.org.  

 Registration begins March 11, 2008————————-> Mark your calendar now!   

   

 

http://www.paradecharlotte.org     

 

http://www.paradecharlotte.org/images/2008PaperRegistration.pdf  

http://www.pca.org
http://www.paradecharlotte.org
http://www.pca.org/V3/admin/emailer/ClickCounter.aspx?jobid=1675&redirurl=http://www.paradecharlotte.org
http://www.pca.org/V3/admin/emailer/ClickCounter.aspx?jobid=1675&redirurl=http://www.paradecharlotte.org/images/2008PaperRegistration.pdf


 Last Chance!!  

Porsche of Fremont  DE –March 27 

Thunderhill Raceway Park  

Porsche of Fremont will be sponsoring a drivers' educa-

tion day at Thunderhill, operated for them by Hooked 

On Driving. Diablo members are welcome to sign up for 

this non-PCA event.   

See more details on Diablo calendar—   

Calendar.diablo-pca.org 
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The devil’s Advocate    

   Board Of Directors 

Steven M Jones  President   president@diablo-pca.org 

Warren Gardner  Vice President  vicepresident@diablo-pca.org 

Christie Bacchus  Secretary   secretary@diablo-pca.org 

Jim Edmunds  Treasurer   treasurer@diablo-pca.org 

Phil Eskildsen      nametags@diablo-pca.org 

Maureen Torres      editor@diablo-pca.org 

Linda  Boyd       events@diablo-pca.org 

Jerry  Torres       advertising@diablo-pca.org 

    

      Special Advisors to the Board 

Eugenie Thomas  Past President  pastpresident@diablo-pca.org 

Larry Sharp   Zone 7 Representative larrysharp@comcast.net 

     

     Committee Chairs and other positions 

Advertising Manager Jerry Torres   advertising@diablo-pca.org 

Autocross Chair  Eugenie Thomas  autoxchair@diablo-pca.org 

Charity Coordinator Open 

Chief Instructor   Scott Pope   chiefinstructor@diablo-pca.org 

Concours Chair  Open 

Membership Chair  Ingrid French  membership@diablo-pca.org 

Merchandising  Open  

Nametag Guy  Phil Eskildsen  nametags@diablo-pca.org 

Newsletter Editor  Maureen Torres  editor@diablo-pca.org 

Rally/Tour Chair  Open 

DE Registrar  Luis Soler 

Social Events Chair Linda Boyd   events@diablo-pca.org 

Track Chair   Warren Gardner  trackresistrar@diablo-pca.org 

Webmaster   Thomas Sullivan  webmaster@diablo-pca.org 
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Press release from Porsche Motorsport 

 

*** 

 

Le Mans Series: European Premiere of the Porsche RS Spyder 

 

STUTTGART, Germany March 4 -- At the official test of the Le Mans Series (LMS) in Le Castellet (France), the 
Porsche RS Spyder celebrated its European premiere. Here, the two sports prototypes of the Team Essex 
(Denmark) and Van Merksteijn Motorsport (Netherlands) met their opponents in the fiercely-contested LMP2 

class for the first time. 

 

The Swiss Horag Racing Porsche RS Spyder team was not present for the test as it is already in Florida 
where it will contest the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring on March 15. The main purpose in southern France 

was for teams and drivers to familiarize themselves with the new sports prototype. For both race teams the 
RS Spyder represents new territory. 

 

Sharing driving duties in the Porsche RS Spyder of the Dutch team for the 

2008 season is a high-profile trio. Joining team-owner Peter van Merksteijn and ex-DTM pilot Jeroen Bleeke-
molen to contest the LMS is Jos Verstappen. 

The ex-Formula 1 driver, who recently took a two-year break, is totally enthusiastic about the 476 hp sports 
prototype. 

 

The Spyder has amazing grip in the fast corners. Its incredibly stabile under braking and we havent experi-
enced one technical problem. This is simply a fantastic car which is great fun to drive. 

 

The Danish Essex team also takes up the race with a well-known line-up of swift drivers. John Nielsen brings 
with him successes in sports car racing. 

He was world sports car champion and won, amongst others, the Le Mans 24 hour race in 1990. Nielsen dou-

bles as team manager and driver. Casper Elgaard, the second Essex driver, is multiple Danish touring car 
champion. 

 

Aside from finding a suitable set-up for the circuit, the team is also practicing its pit stops in preparation for 

the season. 

 

John Nielsen: Good pit stops can mean the difference between winning and losing a race. For this reason we 
tested our pit stops here in the narrow pits under stressful conditions. My boys are extremely ambitious. 

They want to be the best at pit stops. 

 

Also putting the tests to good use are the Porsche teams competing in the near-standard GT2 class with the 
Porsche 911 GT3 RSR. For the IMSA Performance Matmut team, works driver Richard Lietz (Austria) and his 

French team mate Raymond Narac travelled to Le Castellet. Competing for the German Felbermayr team are 
Porsche works driver Marc Lieb, 2007 winner of the 24 hour race on the Nuerburgring-Nordschleife, and Aus-
tralias Alex Davison. 

 

Five races make up the LMS calendar in 2008, each run over 1,000 kilometres on traditional European race 

tracks like Spa-Francorchamps, Monza and the Nuerburgring. Additionally, the Essex and VW Motorsport 
teams will contest the sportscar highlight in Le Mans on 14/15 June. The first Le Mans Series race takes 
place on 6 April in Barcelona (Spain). 

 



Facts and Figures 

 

This is the European Le Mans Series 

 

Contested for the first time in 2004, the Le Mans Series (LMS) offers fans exciting sportscar racing. The regula-

tions are based on the rules of the Le Mans 24 hour race. Five championship rounds will be contested this season 
on traditional circuits throughout Europe. The races run over a distance of 1,000 kilometres. The LMS is the 
European counterpart to the American Le Mans Series (ALMS) in the USA and Canada. 

 

The starting field consists of two different sports vehicle categories: 

Sports prototypes and standard sportscars. They are divided into four 

classes: 

 

LMP1 class: Sports prototypes with up to 750 hp and a minimum weight of 900 kilograms (in the ALMS: 750 
hp/925 kilograms). 

 

LMP2 class: Sports prototypes with around 475 hp and an 825 kilogram minimum weight (in the ALMS: 475 
hp/800 kg). The Porsche RS Spyder competes in this class. 

 

GT1 class: Heavily modified standard sportscars with up to 650 hp and a minimum weight of 1,125 to 1,325 kilo-
grams (in the ALMS: 650 hp/1,125 to 

1,325 kilograms) 

 

GT2 class: Slightly modified standard sportscars with between 450 hp to 470 hp and a minimum weight of 1,125 
to 1,325 kilograms (in the ALMS: 450 to 470 hp/1,125 to 1,325 kilograms). The Porsche 911 GT3 RSR competes 
in this class. 

 

All race cars start together but are classified separately according to the class. This system ensures diverse and 
gripping racing with many overtaking manoeuvres. Points are only allocated for placings in each class. 

Championship titles are awarded for drivers, manufacturers and teams in all four classes. Porsche works driver 
Marc Lieb won the driver title in the 

GT2 class in 2005 and 2006. 

 

For the RS Spyder, 2008 marks the first season in the European Le Mans Series. 



Larry Bani & Elena Estrada 1999  Carrera C2   White 

 

David Blount-Porter  1974  911    Black 

 

Terrance & Elisa Cotcher 2000  Boxter    Blue 

 

Fort Felker   2007  Cayman S   Meteor Grey 

 

Jacqueline Freethy  1979  911    Blue 

 

Huang Ash & Jennifer Man 2006  Cayman   Artic Silver 

 

Terry & Connie Kirchner 2003  Boxter    Blue 

 

Mark Koenen   1983  911 SC    Platinum 

 

Michael & Leslie Koved 2003  911    Silver 

 

Gilbert Ligh   1987  911    Red 

 

Chinh Nguyen & 

Catherine Hoang  1995  993    Midnight Blue 

 

Darren & Debbie Winn 1997  993    Arena Red 

 

Greg Worthington  1961  356 B    Bali Blue 

 

 

PRIMARY MEMBERS                583 

AFFILIATE MEMBERS              423 

TOTAL MEMBERS                   1006 
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Remember the feeling when you drove your first 
Porsche?   

 

I think she caught the feeling  we all had the ‘first time”. 

 

Kaitlyn Torres– Age 1  1/2 yrs 

Driving her SPEED YELLOW Baby Boxster 



The Inside Line                         Article by Steve Jones 
 

I’ve talked a lot about opportunities to help with the operation and of the region and our events. This month I’d like to both recog-

nize and introduce some folks who’ve recently stepped forward to help out. 

 

Christie Bacchus was voted in as Secretary at the board of directors meeting on March 11th. This is both a board position and an 

officer of the non-profit corporation that is Diablo region, and includes a lot of responsibility for our day-to-day operations. 

Christie had expressed a willingness to help some months ago, and had attended several board meetings to get a better feel for 

what was involved. I hope you’ll all join me in welcoming her to the position and thanking her for taking on a big job. I know she’ll 

give it her best and do a great job. 

 

Two members have stepped forward to support Diablo’s popular and growing drivers education program. Scott Pope, who has 

been an instructor with other organizations for some time and has completed the PCA National instructor training program, has 

stepped forward to serve as Diablo’s Chief Instructor. This means Scott is responsible for all on-track instruction in the DE pro-

gram, as well as building and managing the region’s team of DE instructors. We’re very lucky to have Scott come on board in this 

critical role. 

 

Luis Soler has offered to serve as track event registrar for the region. This means that for future track events Luis will be handling 

the logistics of registering people, handling the paperwork, coordinating run-group assignments with the rest of our track team, 

fielding inquiries from participants, and so forth. I believe Luis is doing this because of the tremendous enjoyment and value he’s 

gotten from our track program and it’s wonderful to see him step forward to help so that more members can have the same posi-

tive experience. 

 

These new additions will be listed with the rest of Diablo’s management team each month in the The Devil’s Advocate, including 

contact information. Feel free to write to them if you have questions, or just to thank them for working to support the club. And 

of course the same holds true for anybody listed there – we’re here to serve the membership, so please let us know if you have 

any questions or concerns. 

 

Keep an eye on Diablo’s online calendar and our weekly email updates for upcoming events. Porsche of Fremont is hosting a great 

track day at Thunderhill on the 27th, Ingrid French will be leading the tour to Filoli Gardens on April 5th, Kathy and Luis Soler will 

be hosting the Havana or Bust! tour and dinner on April 13th, and Diablo returns to the track with a drivers education event on 

April 17th. Also don’t forget about Sacramento Valley’s annual CRAB event coming up on the weekend of April 19th. 

 

In other news I was very grateful that we finally made it to the opening of the Formula 1 season with the race in Australia. But the 

last thing I expected was that more than half the field would retire before the end of the race! This year the rules have changed 

such that engines and transmissions are required to last four race weekends instead of two, and I expected that if anything there 

would be fewer retirements than we usually see on the first weekend of the season. Far from it! As the saying goes, I guess that’s 

why we actually run the races... 

 

I would have closed that anecdote with a quip about Porsche reliability, but our favorite marque didn’t make its usual showing at 

the 24 Hours of Daytona this year. In fact I was quite surprised to learn that a Mazda RX-8 not only won the GT class, but that the 

closest Porsche was seven laps behind it. Granted that the rules gave the RX-8 a significant weight advantage, but the GT Porsches 

had the pace to win if reliability hadn’t been an issue for just about all of the entrants. And interestingly the prototype powered by 

a Cayenne V8 seems to be coming along nicely in its early development. Makes one wonder what the factory might do if this un-

supported effort produces solid results later in the season… 

 

Until next time, drive safely. 

--Steve. 
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(Taken from the April 1990 Advocate) 

The following article was submitted by Roger Shapiro and was originally from the 

―Kicker Newsletter‖ Decatur, Ga.  So many years ago, and yet…. Well, you decide. 

10 Ways to Kill your Club 

 

1.)  Don’t come to the events.  But if you do , then come late. 

 

2.)  Find fault with the work of your officers and other members. 

 

3.)  Never accept an officer position, it is easier to criticize. 

 

4.)  If asked by the Directors to give your opinion, tell  them you have nothing to 

say.  Afterwards, tell them how things ought to have been done. 

 

5.)  Do nothing more than necessary.  When others do use their abilities, com-

plain that the club is run by a clique. 

 

6.)  Always keep your eyes open for something wrong. 

 

7.)  Agree with everything said at the meetings, and disagree with it outside. 

 

8.)  Take all the club can give you, but don’t give anything in return. 

 

9.)  Pass on rumors.  It is easier than finding out the truth. 

 

10.)  Don’t agree with this.  It doesn’t apply to you. 
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Happy Easter 

 

Please keep  me in mind when you go to events and take pictures.  I would 

love to  have them in our newsletter.   Please send to me at: 

editor@diablo-pca.org 

 
Give me a little detail of where it was taken,  and who is in the picture.   

 

 

 

 

In addition, if you are selling anything and want it published in the Advocate, again, 

send it to me .  This is a great way to get your ad looked at by over 1000 people in 

our club!! 

 

  

 

 

 

I can use articles and would love to hear from our members.  If you have something 

interesting…..please, Send it to me! 

Maureen Torres 
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Porsche of Fremont 

 

Kahlers 

 

Hooked on Driving 

 

Picazo Vineyards 

 

Alan Kingsley 

 

Ron Jones Realtor 

 

Rocco’s Pizzeria 

 

Roger Kraus Racing 

 

We welcome new advertisers for our newsletter, The devil’s 

Advocate. 

The price for a limited time,  (get in on it while it is so low!)  

is only $25 a YEAR.  If interested, contact our Advertising 

Manager, Jerry Torres at:  

advertising@diablo-pca.org 

http://www.porscheoffremont.com/
http://www.kahlers.com/
http://www.hookedondriving.com/home.cfm
http://www.picazovinyards.com/pages/category.jsp?catid=47
http://www.thekingsleyfirm.net/
http://www.hbrhomes.com/agentinfo.cfm?ID=113
http://www.roccospizzeria.com/
http://www.rogerkrausracing.com/


Every Saturday  morning, 8:00 AM, (7:30 for some)  
come join the crowd at Marie Callender’s in Walnut 
Creek.  Address is :  

Strizzi’s in Danville 

Address:  3456 Camino Tassajara  
The crowd starts gathering at 6:30 PM for cocktails 

and conversation…. 

then dinner is ordered by 7:00 PM 

 


